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The Dublin 8 Consortium came about in 2019 to support and develop the
social enterprise sector in Dublin 8. Its members have a strong track
record in supporting and advancing social enterprise development in
Dublin 8 and beyond. They include: Dublin City Council South Central
Area Office, Local Enterprise Office, Inner City Enterprise, Dublin South
City Partnership, F2 Social Enterprise Board, Dublin Inner City
Community Co-op & the new children's hospital.

In 2020, we launched Grow D8 A social enterprise development strategy
for Dublin 8, and we also completed a mapping exercise of the sector in
Dublin 8. Both documents can be accessed here.

If you have any items you would like included in our future
newsletters, or would like to be kept informed of our work, email us
on ulowry@dscp.ie
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SHOPFRONT IMPROVEMENT

SCHEME 2022

 

Painting and redecorating an existing
shopfront
Repair, decluttering, greening and
general enhancement of shop and
building fronts
Certain works to the upper floors of
buildings such as sash or timber
window repair, rainwater goods repair
Removal of high-level signage and
redundant signage
Installation of new shopfronts or
material changes to existing frontages
(subject to planning permission)

Dublin City Council South Central Area
office is now inviting applications under
the Shopfront Improvement Scheme 2022. 

The scheme is applicable to premises in
the South West Inner City in The Liberties,
Dolphin’s Barn, Rialto, Clanbrassil Street,
Kilmainham, Inchicore, Islandbridge and
Heuston environs.

The scheme offers up to 50% grant
assistance to commercial premises to
assist with refurbishing or renewing
shopfronts (up to a max. allowable
contribution of €3,000 per applicant). 

It also supports certain works to upper
floors within the Thomas Street & Environs
Architectural Conservation Area.

Now in its eighth year, the scheme has
benefitted businesses, community
organisations and landmark buildings
across the South West Inner City. In 2021,
over 30 projects were supported. 

Qualifying works include:

Deadline for applications is 27th May
2022. Awards are made subject to
available funds. 
Details of the Scheme and an Application
Form are available here

Further details on the scheme are
available from
stephen.coyne@dublincity.ie
 
Telephone (01) 222 5180 or 083 1949009
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The D8 Consortium is exploring the potential for the delivery of back-
office supports to social enterprises, which could either be delivered
by a social enterprise or on a collaborative basis between social
enterprises. Services could include Human Resource Management,
governance compliance, health and safety, financial management
and administration services, and other areas of corporate services or
back-office functions.  
We have devised a short online survey to identify the need and
interest among social enterprises in these type of services. The
survey will remain live until May 31st and can be accessed here. 
We would encourage all social enterprises to take part in the short
survey. 

 SURVEY TO EXPLORE NEEDS OF SOCIAL

ENTERPRISE AROUND BACK OFFICE FUNCTIONS

Developed by the Irish Local Development 
Network (ILDN), the SocialiSE Summit aims 
to encourage, support and grow social enterprise in 
Ireland. Expert speakers, case studies, funders and local
development groups and partnerships will share insights and their
knowledge on key areas for social enterprises.  It will take place
on Wednesday June 29th (0930-1530). 

Registration is free and can take place by clicking here.

SOCIALISE SUMMIT TO TAKE PLACE IN THE F2

CENTRE, RIALTO IN JUNE 

A FAIR FOR ALL SEASONS @ RICHMOND

BARRACKS

Summer Fair: May 28th and 29th 
Harvest Fair: August 27th and 28th  
Christmas Fair: November 26th and 27th 
St Brigid’s Spring Fair: February 4th and 5th 2023 

Following the phenomenal success of the 2021 Christmas 
market, Dublin City Council Culture Company and Dublin South
City Partnership have joined with Kilmainham Inchicore Network
to deliver regular seasonal fairs in Richmond Barracks in 2022.
The fairs showcase the quality and creativity of the small
businesses, craftspeople, makers and social enterprises
abundant in the area. Fairs to take place this year and early 2023
are: 

If you are interested in finding out more, email michelle@dscp.ie

https://libertiesdublin.ie/shopfront-improvement-scheme-2022/
mailto:stephen.coyne@dublincity.ie
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZQJVNRG
https://ildn.ie/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/socialise-2022-the-summit-for-social-enterprise-registration-295873494587
mailto:michelle@dscp.ie
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DUBLIN CITY SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

AWARDS - DEADLINE TO APPLY

EXTENDED TO TUESDAY 24TH MAY

The Dublin City Social Enterprise Awards is now open for
applications. The awards aim to support social enterprise creation
and development in Dublin City. The awards programme provides
grants, mentoring, promotion and other supports to successful
applicants to enable them to further develop their activities,
increase their social impact and benefit more individuals and
communities.

The Awards were established by Inner City Enterprise (ICE) and
Dublin City Council with the support of the Local Enterprise Office
(LEO) Dublin City in 2015. There is an annual fund of €60,000 for
the awards.

Previous award winners include My Streets, In Our Shoes,
Frontline Bikes, Mendicity Workshop, We Make Good, My Mind,
Bee 8, Siel Bleu, Clean Slate, Pocket Forests and many others.

Apply now by clicking here or go to https://innercityenterprise.com
 
The deadline for applications is 23:59 on Tuesday 24 May.

Dublin 8 Consortium members Dublin
South City Partnership and Dublin City
Community Coop along with five other
Dublin-based local development
companies formed SE-COP to provide
Dublin-wide training and mentoring to
social enterprises.  

Training and mentoring is provided by
SE-COP to social enterprise promoters,
staff and board members. SE-COP is
currently delivering its second
programme of training and mentoring.

Training is wide ranging and includes
strategy development, digital marketing,
scaling and diversification, branding,
video production, tendering and grant
applications.The programme is funded by
the Dormant Accounts Fund and Dept of
Rural and Community Development. 

For more information go to
https://www.secop.ie/  

TRAINING & MENTORING

FOR SOCIAL ENTERPRISES

ARISE PROGRAMME

FUNDING

 SE-COP has also secured funding under
the Dormant Accounts Funded
‘Awareness Raising Initiatives for Social
Enterprise’ (ARISE) Scheme. ARISE aims
to raise awareness about social
enterprises, and their potential to deliver
sustainable and inclusive development
and recovery.

The partners have been working with
social enterprises in Dublin 8 to develop
an extensive awareness campaign on
social enterprise which will be launched in
May. Workshops to empower social
enterprises to develop communications
plans and deal with the media took place
in early April in the Robert Emmet
Community Development Project.  

The ARISE funded initiative will be
launched by SE-COP in May.

The Dublin Food Co-op’s Community 
Development Programme is an 
educational programme that delivered 
a number of webinars in 2021 which 
explored current topics relevant to co-operatives. 
Recorded events are available here. They include:

The Cooperative Advantage. Tiziana O’Hara of Cooperative
Alternatives presents a seminar on what makes co-operatives
different and on the co-operative advantage. 

What if delivery couriers owned their own platform? Seminar on the
role of platform cooperatives, using the case study of coopcycle, a
federation of courier co-operatives.

Donut Economics and Cooperatives. Webinar presented by Dr
Carol Power of UCC Centre of Co-operative Studies with Róisín
Markham of the Irish Donut Economics Network (IDEN). 

Working Together Co-operatively with Davie Philip of Cultivate.
This session describes ways to work together cooperatively in the
virtual space. 

The Community Development Programme for 2021 was boosted by
the support received by the Dublin Food Co-operative through
RETHINK Ireland’s Social Enterprise Fund in 2020. 

DUBLIN FOOD CO-OP'S WEBINARS AVAILABLE

ONLINE

https://innercityenterprise.com/ice-is-delighted-to-announce-the-dublin-city-social-enterprise-awards-2022/
https://innercityenterprise.com/ice-is-delighted-to-announce-the-dublin-city-social-enterprise-awards-2022/
https://innercityenterprise.com/
https://www.localenterprise.ie/DublinCity/
https://innercityenterprise.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Dublin-City-Social-Enterprise-Awards-Application-Form-2022-final.pdf
https://innercityenterprise.com/
https://dublinsouthcitypartnership.ie/
https://dublincitycommunitycoop.ie/
https://www.secop.ie/
https://www.secop.ie/
https://dublinfood.coop/
https://dublinfood.coop/community/community-development/event-recordings/
https://dublinfood.coop/blog/co-operative-advantage-recording/
https://dublinfood.coop/blog/what-if-delivery-couriers-owned-their-own-platform-recording/
https://dublinfood.coop/blog/doughnut-economics-and-co-operatives/
https://www.ucc.ie/en/ccs/
https://irishdenetwork.org/
https://dublinfood.coop/blog/working-together-co-operatively-with-davie-philip/
http://www.cultivate.ie/
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APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR TU

DUBLIN'S SOCIAL ECONOMY

ENTERPRISE MODULE

 TU Dublin is now inviting applicants for its
Social Economy Enterprise Module
(October 2022 to May 2023). 

The module will provide students with a
thorough understanding of what
constitutes the social economy enterprise
sector, the challenges the sector faces, the
contribution it can make in addressing a
range of societal issues and the supports
required and provided to strengthen the
sector’s development.

Delivery will be blended, with online and
on-site lectures in TU DUblin, Bolton St.

It will balance theory and practice and
provide students with an understanding of
the skills required to develop and sustain
vibrant social economy enterprises.

10 ECT credits will be awarded to
participants on completion of the
programme. 

For more information, email Dr Gerard
Doyle, Module Coordinator:
gerard.doyle@tudublin.ie

SOCIAL VALUE AND PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

RESOURCES

The role of public spending and procurement in delivering wider
social benefits has been the subject of increased attention at
policy and advocacy level in recent years. The potential for social
considerations to be included in the public procurement process
(e.g., through social or community benefit clauses) was boosted
with the revised EU public procurement Directive (2014). This is
an issue of particular relevance to social enterprises and to
members of the Dublin 8 Consortium with practice being led by
the new Children's Hospital and training and support offered by
South Dublin City Partnership and Dublin Inner City Community
Coop through the SE-COP programme.

Community Action Network (CAN) has been involved in the
area of social procurement for a number of years, and in 2021,
hosted three webinars on 'social clauses' in the procurement
process, which include case studies of the Irish and UK
experience. CAN has established a dedicated website on this
issue where the webinars can be accessed. This is available here
or at https://www.canaction.ie/what-we-do-human-rights-
community-benefit-from-public-procurement/
CAN has also published research and guidance including a 2020
report authored by Dr Deirdre Halloran: Social Clauses in Public
Procurement: The Irish Experience. Available to download here

The Irish Social Enterprise Network (ISEN) also has a webpage
dedicated to community benefit clauses and public procurement
which is available here or at 
https://www.socent.ie/community-benefit-clauses/ 

Social enterprise, Books At One, which already operates
branches in Louisburgh, Co Mayo, and Letterfrack in Galway, is
preparing to open its third outlet on Meath Street in Dublin’s
Liberties. 

All Books At One branches operate as social and creative hubs in
the areas in which they are located. The new shop, to be located
at the junction of Meath Street and the Coombe, is a former
butcher’s shop which has been vacant for 12 years. The building
has been provided to Books At One as part of a joint venture with
Dublin City Council. According to Books at One general manager
Joanne Hunter, 'we purposely go into areas with no existing
commercial book retailers with the intention of bringing people
together through reading, regardless of their social background or
education.'  
Books At One will also create a number of jobs and provide work
experience opportunities for members of the community. 
More information on Books At One is available here.

'BOOKS AT ONE' TO OPEN BRANCH ON MEATH ST

Social enterprise MyMind works towards
giving every person in Ireland equal
access to mental health support early,
affordably, directly, without stigma or
delay. 

MyMind is looking to engage with
Ukrainian speaking therapists to join its
team. 

MYMIND SEEKS UKRAINIAN

SPEAKING THERAPISTS

mailto:gerard.doyle@tudublin.ie
https://www.canaction.ie/what-we-do-human-rights-community-benefit-from-public-procurement/
https://www.canaction.ie/wp-content/plugins/gipublisher/scripts/gipublisher_download.php?book_seq=48
https://www.socent.ie/
https://www.socent.ie/
https://www.socent.ie/community-benefit-clauses/
https://www.socent.ie/community-benefit-clauses/
https://www.booksatone.ie/
https://www.booksatone.ie/
https://mymind.org/


IN OUR SHOES

PERFORMANCE AND

IMPACT REPORT

 
In Our Shoes Walking Tours is a social
enterprise which has been developed by
Robert Emmet Community Development
Project. 

Local guides takes those on their tours
off the beaten track, through local
history and folklore, by landmarks
famous and hidden, through high streets
and back lanes – right to the heart of The
Liberties, the heart of Dublin.

Between July and December 2021, it
delivered free walking tours of Dublin 8
to members of the public (four days per
week) on behalf of Dublin City Council.

In spite of the challenges presented by
COVID-19, they provided 123 tours to
844 people, and one job was created by
the contract.  

Tour customers included individual
community members, local community
groups, residents organisations, local
interest groups, staff of local business,
and second and third level students.

The tours were highly regarded by those
who took part. Among the comments:
'This community initiative deserves to be
recognised nationally and internationally
for its commendable efforts to share and
preserve the rich culture of this most
unique and special of places'.
 
More reviews are available on tripadvisor
here. 

In order to book a tour with In Our Shoes,
go to
https://inourshoeswalkingtours.ie/  
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SERI AND ILDN LEAD CONSORTIUM TO CARRY

OUT IRELAND'S FIRST CENSUS OF SOCIAL

ENTERPRISES

Carmichael has recently launched a new initiative with its Board
Chairs Network called The Trustee’s Quandary. In each edition of
its newsletter, a real-life (but anonymised) challenge or quandary
facing a board is presented, and three trustees/board members
are asked for their advice on how they think the issue should be
addressed. 

To sign up to future editions of the Trustee’s Quandary newsletter,
see here. If you are the Chair or Vice Chair of a nonprofit’s Board
and would like to join Carmichael’s free Board Chairs’ network,
contact roisin@carmichaelireland.ie. 

Carmichael is a leading specialist training and support body for
nonprofits in Ireland.

The Department of Rural and Community Development (DRCD)
has awarded the contract for the first census of social enterprise
in Ireland to a consortium comprising Social Enterprise Republic
of Ireland (SERI), Irish Local Development Network (ILDN) and
Amárach Research. This is a major development for the sector in
Ireland, and is expected to establish a reliable evidence base
through a robust and repeatable data collection exercise of the
social enterprise sector in Ireland.

There will be two phases to the work: the first phase will be to
design a comprehensive data collection process and
methodology, in collaboration with social enterprise stakeholders.
This will be followed by the data collection phase. It is anticipated
that this data collection phase will start in the second half of
2022.

CARMICHAEL LAUNCHES 'THE TRUSTEE'S

QUANDARY'

LAUNCH OF CLEAN SLATE

Dublin 8’s newest social enterprise, Clean Slate, was launched
on Friday 1 April in the Wood Quay Venue, Dublin City Council. 

Based in Francis Street, Clean Slate provides property clearance
and maintenance services throughout Dublin to local authorities,
housing associations, community organisations, charities and
private sector property managers. 

Clean Slate trains and employs people who have obtained criminal
convictions and as a result, are typically marginalised from
employment opportunities. It is an initiative of the Bridge project
which works with those with experience of the criminal justice
system. It set up the social enterprise as it believes that providing
meaningful employment opportunities to those with criminal
convictions allows them to make positive and sustainable changes
and become active citizens. 

Clean Slate is an award winner of the Dublin City Social Enterprise
Awards. 

For more information http://www.cleanslateservices.ie

https://inourshoeswalkingtours.ie/
https://recdp.ie/
https://www.tripadvisor.ie/Attraction_Review-g186605-d15565942-Reviews-In_Our_Shoes_Walking_Tours-Dublin_County_Dublin.html
https://inourshoeswalkingtours.ie/
https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/
https://www.carmichaelireland.ie/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aYqBqr-CxEiwnY4SCtH6Cac-1ksWhh5OsiDglcv1ntVUNzVCVEo4UlFCNDcwQ0ZYTUJMS0lKSE0zUy4u
mailto:roisin@carmichaelireland.ie
https://www.socialenterprise.ie/
https://ildn.ie/
https://amarach.com/
https://cleanslateservices.ie/
http://www.cleanslateservices.ie/

